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n A bill filed before the 
Texas Legislature reconvenes 
in January would mandate 
drug-testing for “high-risk” 
welfare applicants. 3B

n Wild mustang 
grapes, which can be used 
in a variety of dishes, are 
elusive but worth the effort, 
writes Karey B. Johnson. 8B

Incarnate Word Academy high school students 
packed care packets Tuesday with materials col-
lected from elementary, middle and high school 
students.

The 330 care packets will be distributed to social 
service agencies in Corpus Christi and include a 
prayer card in addition to items such as toothpaste, 
shampoo, and more.

As part of the school’s participation in the 
global Year of Faith that was announced by Pope 
Benedict XVI in October, students will continue 
to participate in service projects and reflections.

Rachel Denny Clow

Students 
pack up 
prayers

ABOVE: Incarnate Word 
Academy High School stu-
dents put together 330 care 
packages Tuesday to distrib-
ute to social service agencies 
in Corpus Christi. Students 
throughout all grade levels 
have collected travel-sized 
items for the packets, which 
will include a prayer card 
from students and items such 
as toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
shampoo, conditioner and 
body wash.

LEFT: Students Jacob 
Bartlett, 16 (from left), Mari 
Jurica, 16, Lucas Treviño, 17, 
and Megan Flanigan, 16, box 
up care packages. 
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 n GI forum 
leader fought 
for civil rights
By Steven Alford
alfords@caller.com 
361-886-3602

Agnes Horn, the long-
time assistant to Dr. Hec-
tor P. Garcia and a de-
cades-long member of the 
American GI Forum, died 
Monday. She was 83. 

Horn worked as the sec-
retary and aide to Garcia 
from age 16 until Garcia’s 
death in 1996. For decades, 
Horn was a champion of 

education, civil rights and 
veterans and was a fixture 
at civic events and political 
meetings. 

“She devoted her life to 
working with Dr. Garcia 
and believed that educa-
tion was something every-
one has an equal right to,” 
said Horn’s granddaughter 
Monika Caylor. 

A former schoolteacher, 
Caylor said she was hon-
ored when students would 
get excited learning about 
her grandmother in his-
tory class.

“It’s amazing to see the 
magnitude of her life as I 
got older and you realize 
the legacy she’s left be-

hind,” Caylor said.
In 1998, Corpus Christi 

officials named Sept. 25 
Agnes Horn Day, in honor 
of her efforts in veterans 
affairs and civil rights. 
Horn was known to loudly 
proclaim “God Bless Amer-
ica” when recognized at 
political rallies and forum 
events, friends said. 

Patsy Vasquez-Contes 

served for years as a na-
tional chairwoman for the 
American GI Forum and 
said Horn’s passion and 
dedication served as an 
example for women who 
followed her. 

“She was one of the 
most loyal and educated 
people in the GI forum,” 
Vasquez-Contes said. 
“She was a real American 
patriot.” 

Over the years, Horn 
would travel around the 
country to attend forum 
meetings and was honored 
and interviewed many 
times for her efforts. 

“She was a dedicat-
ed, amazing woman,” 

Vasquez-Contes added.
Horn was preceded 

in death by her husband, 
Lloyd Horn; parents Henry 
and Cleofas Olivo Lozano; 
brother Henry Lozano Jr.; 
and sister Ann Holybe. 

She is survived by broth-
ers Steve Lozano and Rey-
naldo Lozano; sister Teresa 
Perez; children Mary Ale-
man, Lottie Ivy, Lloyd Horn 
Jr., Henry Horn and Jackie 
Gonzaba; nine grandchil-
dren; and seven great-
grandchildren.

Services will be at 1 p.m. 
Thursday at Guardian Fu-
neral Home. Burial will 
follow at Rose Hill Memo-
rial Park. 

Horn leaves legacy in veterans affairs
Horn, a 
longtime 
assistant to 
Dr. Hector P. 
Garcia, died 
Monday at 
83. 

 n EmpowerU a 
way to measure 
student success 
By Elaine Marsilio
marsilioe@caller.com 
361-886-3794

Texas A&M University 
System officials recently 
launched a management 
and accountability pro-
gram aimed at promoting 
a systemwide approach to 
measuring each institu-
tions’ student successes. 

The program, which 
also creates more trans-
parency for the public to 
view the latest graduation 
and enrollment data, can 
be found at empoweru.
tamus.edu. It comes amid 
speculation that state law-
makers plan to consider 
outcome-based funding 
for higher education dur-
ing the next legislative 
session, which begins in 
January.

Higher education fund-
ing was cut by at least 
$1  billion during the last 
legislative session.

Higher education is 
funded through student 
enrollment numbers. Gov. 
Rick Perry and the Higher 
Education Coordinating 
Board have developed 
recommendations for ty-
ing funding to outcomes, 
such as whether an insti-
tution graduates students 
on time.

And as higher education 
funding has dwindled and 
placed more demands on 
schools statewide, A&M 
System officials said they 
took notice of their own 
challenges and implement-
ed the online program to 
help tackle a need for time-
ly graduation, accountabil-
ity and transparency.

About 14,000 full-time 
freshmen enroll at any of 
the system’s 11 universi-
ties each year, and about 
36 percent of those stu-
dents hadn’t graduated six 
years later, officials said.

Elaine Mendoza, an 
A&M System Board of 
Regents member who led 
a committee that imple-
mented the new program, 
said those statistics helped 
formulate the charge for 
EmpowerU.

EmpowerU aims to act 
as a tool in increasing the 
percentage of students who 
graduate within six years 
and lowering the percent-
age of students who don’t 
finish their degrees.

EDUCATION 
FUNDING

A&M 
targets 
grad 
rates

See FUNDING, 2B

 n Academy by 
Del Mar, CCISD 
to open in fall
By Elaine Marsilio
marsilioe@caller.com 
361-886-3794

Del Mar College and 
Corpus Christi ISD offi-
cials continue to look at 
course options and poten-
tial industry certifications 
to be offered as part of the 
new Harold T. Branch 
Academy for Career and 
Technical Education.

Del Mar’s Board of 
Regents heard an update 
Tuesday about the new 
academy, which the Cor-
pus Christi Independent 
School District and college 
officials broke ground on 

in October.
The $4.3 million acad-

emy, being built near 
Del Mar College’s West 
Campus, is set to be more 
than 22,000 square feet. 
Officials plan to open the 
nontraditional high school 
for the 2013-14 school 
year. The school is part of 
CCISD’s 2008 bond pro-
gram.

The school, named for 
the late Rev. Harold T. 
Branch who died in Janu-
ary, is likely to start its first 
year with a group of 100 
students who are juniors 
or seniors, said academy 
Principal Tracie Rodri-
guez, who also will con-
tinue to lead staff at Col-
legiate High School.

The academy is planned 
to offer ninth- through 
12th-graders more pro-

grams of study, including 
court reporting, basic fire-
fighter training, technical 
drafting, computer science 
and engineering and auto-
motive specialist courses. 

Students also will have 
a chance to earn industry 
certifications and/or an as-
sociate degree while work-
ing toward a high school 
diploma. Students will 
take some classes concur-
rently at Del Mar’s West 
Campus, which is down 
the street from the acad-
emy.

Del Mar and CCISD of-
ficials continue to review 
programming possibilities 
and how to best align high 
school and college cur-
riculum, said Larry Lee, 
Del Mar’s dean of business 

Officials deciding new school’s courses

TODD YATES/CALLER-TIMES

Construction crews continue work on the new Harold T. Branch Academy for Career and Tech-
nical Education on Monday. Corpus Christi Independent School District and Del Mar College 
officials continue to review potential course options and industry certifications to be offered 
as part of the new, nontraditional high school. The school is planned to open for the 2013-14 
school year.See REGENTS, 2B


