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Rockport-Fulton’s Allison 
McLain fell to Abilene Wy-
lie’s Delaney Schroeder 
6-1, 6-0 in Class 3A girls 
singles.

The lefty Garza, a junior, 
defeated Martin’s Mill’s 
Micah Vanhoy 6-4, 6-2 in 
Monday’s quarterfinals 
and followed later in the 
day with a convincing 6-1, 
6-1 victory over Forsan’s 
J.P. Stevenson in the semi-
finals.

Garza remained on the 
baseline for much of his 
match against Aguilar, 
mixing deep forehands 
with lobs to keep Aguilar 
moving all over the court. 
During the tiebreaker, 
Garza used strong serves 
and came to the net to put 
the match away.

“It feels good,” Garza 
said of winning a gold 
medal in his first trip to 
the state tournament. “My 
goal was pretty much just 
to make it to state. I didn’t 
really plan on getting first. 
I was hoping for it, but I 
didn’t think I would get 
this far.”

Schroeder needed 
little time defending her 
state title and was part of  
Wylie’s sweep of all the 
Class 3A boys and girls 
finals.

“I’ve played her before, 
and I knew she was real 
good,” McLain said. “It 
was nice to play her again 

to get some practice in. I 
wish I could play her all 
the time. Then maybe my 
game would get stronger.”

McLain, who made it to 
the semifinals last year as 
a sophomore, was happy 

to be going home with the
silver medal.

“It was the first time I’ve 
made it to the state finals, 
so it was a big accomplish-
ment,” McLain said. “I’m 
ready to win next year.”

COY SLAVIK/SPECIAL TO THE CALLER-TIMES

Rockport-Fulton’s Allison McLain prepares to return a shot 
against Abilene Wylie’s Delaney Schroeder in their Class 3A 
girls singles match of the UIL state tennis tournament in Col-
lege Station. McLain fell in straight sets, 6-1, 6-0.
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By Jon Krawczynski
Associated Press

The coming-out part is 
over.

Now Jason Collins needs 
a job.

Collins’ stunning an-
nouncement that he was a 
gay athlete in a major sport 
won overwhelming support 
from other players, coaches 
and executives — even a 
phone call from the presi-
dent.

But it also came after the 
season ended for the 7-foot 
center and his Washington 
Wizards.

The 34-year-old journey-
man becomes a free agent 
on July 1 — meaning that he 
will first have to sign with 
an NBA team and wait until 
next season to see if team-
mates, coaches, opponents 
and fans will treat him any 
differently.

“I think the real response 
will be once he gets a job,” 
said Brooklyn Nets veteran 
Jerry Stackhouse, who has 
called Collins a friend for 
years. 

“It’s not like he’s under 
contract next year and guar-
anteed to go back to a team. 
I think once that happens, 
then public opinion or what-
ever or players’ opinion will 
start to loom a little larger 
then. But right now, we’ve 

got the summer to kind of 
digest what has happened, 
and I’m pulling for him.”

Perhaps only when he 
starts seeing offers from 
teams will he get an idea 
of what coming out will 
mean for his career. He only 
played in 38 games last sea-
son — his 12th year in the 
NBA — with averages of 1.1 
points, 1.6 rebounds and 10.1 
minutes per game for Bos-
ton and Washington.

He may not be an All-
Star, but he has built a ca-
reer by being a big, smart, 
physical player who can 
come off the bench and help 
defend some of the few re-
maining dominant centers 
the league like the Lakers’ 
Dwight Howard, Brooklyn’s 
Brook Lopez and Marc Ga-
sol of Memphis. 

And 7-footers in basket-
ball are like left-handed 

pitchers in baseball — hard 
to find and can hang around 
forever if they stay in shape.

His basketball skills were 
praised by President Barack 
Obama at a White House 
news conference Tuesday. 

According to Obama, 
Collins was “a role model” 
who was unafraid to come 
out as gay and to say, “I’m 
still 7-foot-tall and can bang 
with Shaq and, you know, 
deliver a hard foul.”

Collins’ potential for fu-
ture employment appears to 
be strong. 

“Jason’s the kind of guy 
who might only play against 
five of the 30 teams in the 
league,” TNT analyst and 
former Phoenix Suns exec-
utive Steve Kerr said. “But 
you need him in those five 
games, those five matchups. 
He’s definitely worth adding 
to your roster.”

Collins’ big test will be 
making an NBA roster

 ■ Former 
Wizards center 
is a free agent
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ARANSAS PASS — Brianna 
Cribb will continue her 
basketball career at the 
collegiate level.

The Aransas Pass stand-
out, who was the Caller-
Times All-South Texas 
girls basketball most valu-
able player, signed with Hill 
College on Tuesday.

Cribb averaged 27 points 
and 13 rebounds per game 

last season for the second 
consecutive year. The 
5-foot-9, all-state guard was 
just as dominant during the 
playoffs, scoring 26 points 
per game. 

She was a key cog in help-
ing the Class 2A Panthers 
reach the regional tourna-
ment for the first time since 
2003, when Aransas Pass 
played at the 3A level.

Hill College, which is 
based north of Waco in 
Hillsboro, plays in the 
North Texas Junior Col-
lege Athletic Conference. 
The Rebels’ women’s bas-
ketball team finished 15-15 
last season.

Aransas Pass’ Cribb headed to Hill 
Cribb 
averaged 27 
points and 
13 rebounds 
per game last 
season.

Staff reports

AUSTIN — Kelly Xac’s im-
pressive golf season ended 
with a top-five finish at the 
state tournament.

Xac, a Tuloso-Midway 
freshman, finished fifth at 
the Class 4A tournament 
Tuesday at Onion Creek 
Golf Club. She shot a sec-
ond-round 72 to finish with 
a total of 146, 14 strokes be-
hind winner Grace Choi of 
Dallas Wilson.

Moody’s Kelsey Canales 
finished tied for 55th in the 
4A field, shooting a 90 to go 
with her first-round 91.

In the 4A boys tourna-
ment, also at Onion Creek, 
Miller’s Renior “Bubba” 

Knox finished 62nd with 
a 82-79—161. Dallas High-
land Park’s Scottie Schef-
fler (71-64—135) was the 4A 
boys winner.

Carroll’s Isabella John-
son finished tied for 17th 
in the 5A girls tournament, 
shooting 76-75—151 at Mor-
ris Williams Golf Course. 
San Antonio Johnson’s Tay-
ler Coleman (71-67—138) 
took the individual honors.

IWA GIRLS FINISH 2ND
WACO — The Incarnate 

Word Academy girls golf 
team finished second at 
the TAPPS 4A state tour-
nament at Twin Rivers 
Country Club.

IWA (350-339—689) 

finished 24 strokes behind 
winner Midland Christian. 
The Angels’ top individual 
finisher was Jaimie Bibby, 
who finished tied for sec-
ond, shooting a second-
round 78 after firing 74
on day one. She finished 
10 strokes behind winner 
Chloe Velasco of Victoria 
St. Joseph’s.

Lauren Saenz (seventh,
84-85—169) and Gabi Ren-
don (10th, 90-81—171) also 
turned in top-10 finishes 
for the IWA girls.

On the boys side, IWA 
placed sixth, shooting 666 
(339-327). The Angels’ best
individual finish was Will 
Wallace (82-76—158), who 
finished tied for 11th.

STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT

T-M’s Xac takes 5th at state meet

By Beth Harris
Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — A little 
known jockey and a lightly 
regarded horse pulled off 
an upset victory for trainer 
Doug O’Neill at last year’s 
Kentucky Derby.

On Saturday, he’ll give 
another relative unknown a 
chance of not only winning 
the big race, but joining him 
in the record books if that 
happens.

Kevin Krigger, the first 
black jockey in the Derby 
since 2000, will be aboard 
O’Neill’s Goldencents, con-
sidered a much stronger 
contender than last year’s 
winner, I’ll Have Another.

Only six trainers have 
won consecutive Derbies 
in 138 years, and no black 
jockey has won since 1902.

The 29-year-old Krigger 

hails from St. Croix, Virgin 
Islands, and had some suc-
cess on the smaller North-
ern California circuit be-
fore trying his luck in the 
big leagues of Los Angeles.

O’Neill is a friend of Krig-
ger’s agent, Tom Knust, and 
was open to a suggestion of 
having the jockey swing by 
his barn last summer. So 
Krigger started working out 
Goldencents in the morning 
about six weeks before the 
colt’s racing debut.

“He got off him and in his 
best U.S. Virgin accent just 
said, ‘Wow, man, this horse 
can really run,’ ” O’Neill 
recalled. “I had Kevin and 
Tom starting planting the 
seeds to the owners of Gol-
dencents, and they fell in 
love with him right away, 
too.”

And suddenly, the  
Derby rookie was the colt’s 
regular rider. They’ve won 
four of six races together, 
including the Santa Anita 
Derby, which I’ll Have 
Another won last year be-
fore heading to Churchill 

Downs.
“Of course, no matter 

how much you love a per-
son they’ve got to have 
some chemistry with the 
horse,” O’Neill said, “and 
thank God, not only is he a 
great person, a great rider, 
but he’s got great chemistry 
with Goldencents.”

One of Goldencents’ 
owners is Louisville bas-
ketball coach Rick Pitino, 
who has a 5 percent share in 
the colt. Krigger had never 
watched a college basket-
ball game start to finish 
until he saw the Cardinals 
beat Michigan for the na-
tional championship earlier 
this month.

“That made me a  
Louisville Cardinals fan,” 
he said.

Krigger figures to pick 
up a lot more fans of his 
own if he can win the  
Derby, a feat no black 
jockey has accomplished 
since Jimmy Winkfield 
won his second straight in 
1902. He keeps a picture of  
Winkfield in his locker.

O’Neill, Krigger chasing 
Derby history together

 ■ Win would 
be milestone 
for jockey

Jockey Kevin 
Krigger (right) 

talks with 
trainer Doug 

O’Neill as they 
watch horses 

work out at 
Churchill 
Downs in 

Louisville, Ky. 
Krigger is to 

ride Kentucky 
Derby hopeful 

Goldencents 
for O’Neill in 

the race.
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Jason Collins (left) speaks during an interview with George 
Stephanopoulos on Monday in Los Angeles. In a first-person 
article posted Monday on Sports Illustrated’s website, Collins 
became the first active player in one of the four major U.S. 
professional sports leagues to come out as gay.
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