
 ■ Point guard 
scores 25 to 
pave way for 
San Antonio
By Raul Dominguez
Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — Tony Park-
er had 25 points and 10 as-
sists, and the San Antonio 
Spurs held the Golden 
State Warriors’ starting 
backcourt to 13 points for 
a 109-91 victory Tuesday 
night to take a 3-2 lead in 
the Western Conference 

semifi nals.
Kawhi Leonard added 

17 points, Danny Green 
scored 16 and Tim Dun-
can had 14 points and 11 
rebounds for San Antonio.

Harrison Barnes scored 
25 points, Jarrett Jack add-
ed 20 and Carl Landry 16 
for Golden State. No other 
Warriors player had more 
than nine points.

The Spurs held Mark 

Jackson’s self-proclaimed 
“greatest shooting back-
court” in NBA history to 
6-for-22 shooting. Ste-
phen Curry fi nished with 
nine points, going 1 for 7 
on 3-pointers, and Klay 
Thompson was held to 
four while not even at-
tempting a 3.

Curry has not missed 
any time since turning his 
right ankle late in Game 3, 
but the injury seemed to 
limit his explosiveness.

Leonard stripped Curry 
and then outran him to 
the ball midway through 
the fi rst quarter, feeding 
Parker for an uncontested 

layup. Curry appeared to 
grimace when he attempt-
ed to push off  to sprint for 
the loose ball.

The Spurs led for all but 
the opening six minutes of 
the game.

San Antonio went on a 
12-2 run to take a 102-84 
lead with four minutes 
remaining. The Warriors 
missed two shots and had 
two turnovers to facilitate 
the Spurs’ run.

San Antonio shot 72 per-
cent in the fi rst quarter, 
pounding the ball inside 
for layups and kick-outs to 
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A midgame rally wasn’t 
enough to overcome an 
abysmal start Tuesday 
night as the Corpus Christi 
Hooks fell to the San An-
tonio Missions, 11-5, at 
Whataburger Field.

The loss dropped Cor-
pus Christi to 22-15 and
lifted San Antonio to 20-18.

“We gave up too many 
runs,” Hooks manager 
Keith Bodie said. “We 
swung the bats pretty well
and scored fi ve runs, (but) 
it’s hard to win when you
give up that many runs.”

After running their
heads into a wall as they 
watched the Missions 
run up an early 8-0 lead 
through the first three 
innings, the Hooks’ of-
fense found a weakness in 
Missions’ starter Jose De 
Paula’s armor in the fourth 
inning. 

Corpus Christi got on
the board when Max Stassi 
drove in Domingo Santana 

Missions 
strike 
early vs. 
Hooks

 ■ CC stages 
rally but can’t 
close the gap

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ZAMORA/CALLER-TIMES

Coach Jake Salcines (from left) looks over at West Oso’s Akeyla Mitchell as she races against him and coaches Boone Patterson and David Zapien (back) Tuesday 
during a pep rally at West Oso High School celebrating Mitchell’s two gold medals at the UIL state track meet. Mitchell won gold in the 100- and 200-meter dashes.

By Greg Rajan
rajang@caller.com
361-886-3702

Jackson Bright’s first 
priority was winning. 
Anything else — like set-
ting a record — would be 
a bonus.

It turns out Bright did 
more than just win at the 

TAPPS state track and 
fi eld meet last weekend in 
Waco.

Bright, the Incarnate 
Word Academy distance 
runner, capped his senior 
year by winning the gold 
medial in both the 1,600 
and 3,200 meters. His 
time of 9:27.07 in the 3,200 
broke the previous 4A state 
meet record of 9:29.86 set 
by Aaron Murray of Katy 
Pope John XXIII in 2012.

“It was exciting,” Bright 
said. “They have a score-
board with the times and 
they freeze it for first 
place. It was nice and a lit-
tle bit of a relief (to see it). 
To have it over with was 
pretty gratifying.”

Bright made himself a 
viable candidate for the 
state meet record with 

a strong showing at the 
TAPPS 4A south region-
al on May 4 in Houston. 
There, he ran a 9:24.99 
in the 3.200. Bright also 
turned in a similar time at 
a meet in Arcadia, Calif., 
earlier this year.

“I got my confi dence 

IWA’s Bright shines with record performance at state
Bright 
capped his 
senior year 
by winning 
the gold in 
the 1,600 and 
3,200 meters.

West Oso saluted 
a state champion 
Tuesday afternoon 
with a pep rally at 
Bear Stadium to 
celebrate sprinter 
Akeyla Mitchell’s 
two gold medals 
from last weekend’s 

state track and fi eld 
meet in Austin. 
Mitchell took fi rst 
place in the girls 100 
and 200 meters. The 
junior has won the 
100 three consecu-
tive years, with the 
200 triumph her fi rst 

in that event. Mitch-
ell raced her some of 
her track coaches at 
the rally. Later, she 
shared a hug with 
assistant principal 
Mary Lou Walter 
(right) and celebrat-
ed with fans.

GOLDEN 
CELEBRATION

 ■ West Oso honors Mitchell at pep rally

See BRIGHT, 3C

NEXT 
GAME
Opponent: 
San Antonio 
Missions
When: 7:05 
p.m. Wednesday
Where: Whataburger 
Field
Pitching probables: 
David Martinez (CC, RH, 
5-0, 1.25 ERA) vs. Matt 
Andriese (SA, RH, 5-0, 
2.19)
Radio: KKTX-AM 1360, 
KUNO-AM 1400 (Spanish)
Tickets: Start at $5
Info: 561-4665 or 
cchooks.com

INSIDE
Texas League standings, 
results. 2C

See HOOKS, 3C

■ Detroit lifted a few 
balls into the air in the 
fi fth inning leading to a 
frustrating night for Lucas 
Harrell and the Astros. 5C

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Spurs point guard Tony Parker (right) scored 25 points and 
dished out 10 assists as San Antonio bested Golden State in 
Game 5 of their Western Conference playoff series on Tues-
day in San Antonio.

WESTERN CONFERENCE

SPURS LEAD SERIES 3-2

SPURS WARRIORS

109 91

Parker leads Spurs past Warriors

See SPURS, 6C
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SPORTS

By Schuyler Dixon
Associated Press

FRISCO — Glen Gulutzan 
couldn’t end the longest 
playoff drought in fran-
chise history for the Dal-
las Stars and the second-
year coach didn’t hold the 
option on the remaining 
season in his contract.

When the general man-
ager who hired him was 
dumped two weeks ago, 
Gulutzan’s firing looked 
like the inevitable next 
step in an overhaul of the 
staff and it came Tuesday 
in an announcement from 
new general manager Jim 
Nill. He nevertheless said 
the move wasn’t a foregone 
conclusion in his mind.

“That’s why this process 
took so long,” Nill said. “I 
needed to do my home-
work. I needed to get to 
know everybody. It’s tough 
when you come into a new 
situation. I wanted to be 
fair to everyone.”

The Stars missed the 

playoffs in both of Gulut-
zan’s seasons, making it 
five straight years with-
out a postseason trip for a 
franchise that crammed 73 
playoff games into a four-
year stretch a little more 
than a decade ago.

Joe Nieuwendyk was 
a prominent member of 
those Stars teams, winning 
the Conn Smythe trophy 
as playoff MVP when Dal-
las won the Stanley Cup in 
1999. He didn’t come close 

to replicating that success 
as general manager, finally 
getting replaced by Nill af-
ter four years of missing 
the playoffs.

Gulutzan was the second 
of two failed coaching hires 
for Nieuwendyk, who fired 
Dave Tippett when he ar-
rived and hired Marc Craw-
ford, a Stanley Cup winner 
with Colorado in 1996.

Crawford brought a 
tougher style than the 
player-friendly Tippett, 

but he missed the playoffs 
in both his seasons while 
Tippett took Phoenix to 
the postseason the first 
three years after the Stars 
let him go.

The hiring of Gulutzan 
when he was 39 was seen 
as a move back to the play-
ers’ side. He was plucked 
from the Stars’ top affiliate, 
the Texas Stars of the AHL,  
after eight seasons as a head 
coach in the minor leagues.

Dallas was in conten-
tion late in both his sea-
sons, but faltered down 
the stretch. He was 64-57-
9, including 22-22-4 in the 
lockout-shortened 2013 
season. The Stars con-
trolled their playoff fate 
with five games remaining 
each year under Gulutzan, 
but went 0-9-1 in those 10 
games.

Assistant coach Paul 
Jerrard also was fired, 
while assistant coach 
Curt Fraser and goalten-
ding coach Mike Valley 
will stay with the club. The 
new head coach will inher-
it a playoff drought that’s 
now two seasons longer 
than the previous record 
of three straight from 1973-
76, when the franchise was 
in Minnesota.

New Stars GM fires coach Gulutzan

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Stars fired head coach Glen Gulutzan on Tuesday after he 
failed to make the playoffs in two seasons at the helm. 

 ■ Move was 
expected after 
Nill took job

By John Marshall
Associated Press

TEMPE, Ariz. — The Arizo-
na Cardinals made rela-
tively safe choices in the 
first two rounds of this 
year’s draft and decided 
to gamble a bit with their 
third pick.

To some, taking Tyrann 
Mathieu wasn’t a small 
risk, either.

Once one of college 
football’s most dynamic 
players, the LSU defen-
sive back and kick re-
turner had a very public 
fall from grace and down 
NFL draft boards after be-
ing kicked off his college 
team and being arrested 
for marijuana.

After talking to Ma-
thieu and seemingly ev-
eryone who knows him, 
the Cardinals believed 
the potential reward was 
worth rolling the dice.

“We felt comfortable 
with the risk that was in-
volved,” Cardinals first-
year general manager 
Steve Keim said.

The Cardinals weren’t 

the only team to go out on 
a limb during last month’s 
draft.

Pittsburgh used its first-
round pick on Georgia 
linebacker Jarvis Jones 
despite a poor time in 
the 40-yard dash during 
a pre-draft workout and 
a diagnosis of spinal ste-
nosis early in his college 
career.

The Chargers took a 
minor gamble by mov-
ing up seven spots in the 
second round to get Notre 
Dame linebacker Manti 
Te’o, who played poorly 
in the national champi-

onship game and has been 
dogged by a hoax involv-
ing a fake girlfriend.

The Oakland Raiders 
made one of the bold-
est moves, using the No. 
12 overall pick to get 
Houston cornerback D.J. 
Hayden, a player who 
was moments from death 
last November after an 
on-field collision with a 
teammate in practice tore 
a blood vessel off the back 
of his heart.

“Of course, we re-
searched the health is-
sues,” Raiders general 
manager Reggie McKen-

zie said. “Now, every-
thing we got back from 
that standpoint was more 
than positive so it became 
a nonissue for us in that 
regard. He’s going to have 
to mentally go through it 
now, that’s the only issue 
we had.”

Risky picks haven’t al-
ways panned out.

In the 1996 draft, the St. 
Louis Rams used the No. 6 
overall pick on Nebraska 
running back Lawrence 
Phillips despite his arrest 
on charges of assaulting 
his ex-girlfriend. He was 
a bust in the NFL and con-
tinued to have legal prob-
lems, culminating with 
convictions for assault 
with a deadly weapon and 
assault on his girlfriend 
that landed him in prison.

Of course, not every 
gamble comes up short.

In the 1987 draft, the 
Oakland Raiders used a 
seventh-round pick on 
former Auburn two-sport 
star Bo Jackson, not know-
ing if he would ever play 
football after signing with 
baseball’s Kansas City 
Royals. Though his NFL 
career was cut short by 
a hip injury, Jackson was 
one of the most dynamic 
and recognizable players 
in NFL history.

NFL

Teams take calculated risks in the draft
 ■ Cardinals 

rolling dice  
on DB Mathieu

ASSOCAITED PRESS

Cardinals rookie Tyrann Mathieu (32) had a very public fall 
from grace and down NFL draft boards after being kicked off 
his college team and being arrested for marijuana.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

IWA’s Jackson Bright (right) pulls away from teammate Jared 
Coco (4) and the rest of the pack at the TAPPS state track and 
field meet in Waco.

up a bunch in regionals,” 
said Bright, who plans 
to walk on to run cross 
country and track at 
California-Santa Barbara 
this fall. “Winning was 
the first priority, but if 
that opportunity (to set a 
record) presented itself, 
I had it in the back of my 
head.”

IWA coach David Ro-
driguez said he had a good 
feeling about Bright’s re-
cord chances early on dur-
ing the 3,200 race.

“Usually with Jackson, 
it’s after that first lap,” 
Rodriguez said. “He was 
quicker than the actual 
time where he needed 
to be and he still looked 
good. When he went 
through the first at 4:39, I 
knew he was going to go 
for it.”

In the 1,600, Bright won 

with a time of 4:27.50, 
with teammate Jared 
Coco (4:30.24) taking 
third. Coco also took the
bronze in the 3,200 with a 
time of 10:07.51.

Among other IWA 
boys competitors at the
state meet, Jaran Cadena 
finished sixth in the 400
(52.23) and fourth in the
800 (2:00.11). J.L. Bronold
took fourth in the discus
(137 feet, 1 inch) while
Vincent Morin was eight
in the long jump (17-8.75). 
The Angels’ 1,600-meter
relay team (3:35.86) fin-
ished eighth.

On the girls side, Sa-
mantha Simank (12:00.12) 
was fourth in the 3,200,
with Cassidy Faught
(2:34.67) taking seventh
in the 800. In field events,
Maggie Pesek (8-6) was 
fourth in the pole vault
while Bianca Valderrama 
took fifth in both the dis-
cus (97-6) and shot put
(33-6.25).

BRIGHT 
from 1C

Will Graves
Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Paul Mar-
tin and Chris Kunitz 
scored power-play goals 
and Pascal Dupuis added 
his sixth goal of the play-
offs and the Pittsburgh 
Penguins beat the Ottawa 
Senators 4-1 in Game 1 of 
the Eastern Conference 
semifinals on Tuesday.

Evgeni Malkin extended 
his points streak to seven 
games with a goal and an 
assist for Pittsburgh.

Game 2 is Friday night.
Tomas Vokoun stopped 

35 shots to win his third 
straight start and top-
seeded Pittsburgh never 
trailed.

Colin Greening scored 
for the Senators. Craig An-
derson made 26 saves but 
Ottawa had no answer for 
Pittsburgh’s power play.

The Penguins are 9 of 
24 with the man advan-
tage through seven play-
off games, best of the eight 
teams remaining in the 
postseason.

The Senators had the 
NHL’s best penalty kill 
during the regular season 
and turned aside 16 of 19 
penalties against Montreal 
in the first round.

Pittsburgh was pushed 
to six games by the New 
York Islanders during a 
spirited first-round series 
in which the youthful Is-
landers had the Penguins 
on their heels at times.

Still, Pittsburgh ad-

vanced to the conference 
semifinals for the first time 
in three years behind the 
power play and a gutsy 

move by coach Dan Byls-
ma to bench top goaltender 
Marc-Andre Fleury and 
replace him with Vokoun.

PENGUINS 4, SENATORS 1
Ottawa 1 0 0—1
Pittsburgh 2 1 1—4

First Period—1, Pittsburgh, Martin 2 
(Malkin, Morrow), 2:41 (pp). 2, Ottawa, 
Greening 1 (Condra, Cowen), 4:51. 3, 
Pittsburgh, Malkin 3 (Kunitz, Neal), 12:15. 

Second Period—4, Pittsburgh, Kunitz 
3 (Iginla, Letang), 18:33 (pp). 

Third Period—5, Pittsburgh, Pa.Dupuis 
6 (Murray), 11:24 (sh). 

Shots on Goal—Ottawa 14-12-10—36. 
Pittsburgh 12-12-6—30. Goalies—Ottawa, 
Anderson. Pittsburgh, Vokoun. A—18,621 
(18,387). T—2:39.

KINGS 2, SHARKS 0

LOS ANGELES — Jonathan 
Quick made 35 saves in his 
sixth career playoff shutout, 
and Los Angeles opened its 
second-round series with a 
victory over San Jose.

Slava Voynov and Mike 
Richards each had a goal 
and an assist in the defend-
ing Stanley Cup champi-
ons’ 11th straight victory 
at Staples Center since 
March.

With yet another domi-
nant playoff performance 
by Quick, Los Angeles 
opened the NHL’s fourth 
all-California playoff series 
with its fifth straight victory 
after an 0-2 start to its title 
defense.

The Kings’ Conn Smythe 
Trophy winner allowed just 
10 goals in the six-game first 
round against St. Louis be-
fore frustrating the Sharks, 
whose superior speed and 
passing produced nothing.

KINGS 2, SHARKS 0
San Jose 0 0 0—0
Los Angeles 1 1 0—2

First Period—1, Los Angeles, Voynov 3 
(Richards, Carter), 19:47. 

Second Period—2, Los Angeles, Rich-
ards 1 (Voynov, Scuderi), 12:30. 

Third Period—None. 
Shots on Goal—San Jose 8-11-16—35. 

Los Angeles 8-8-4—20. Goalies—San Jose, 
Niemi. Los Angeles, Quick. A—18,118 
(18,118). T—2:32.

Penguins top Senators to take Game 1

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Pittsburgh’s Chris Kunitz (14) gets the puck over the stick of 
Ottawa goalie Craig Anderson (41) for a goal in the second 
period of Game 1 their second-round playoff series against 
Ottawa in Pittsburgh. The Penguins won 4-1.

INSIDE
NHL playoff glance. 2C

with a line drive to center-
field, then Erik Castro 
brought in Jonathan Meyer 
on a sacrifice fly. 

The Hooks scored three 
more runs on De Paula in 
the fifth inning when Mi-
chael Burgess, Jiovanni 
Mier and George Springer 
rounded the bases, but the 
Missions had scored three 
runs of their own in the 
top of the inning, prevent-
ing the Hooks from coming 
close to touching San Anto-
nio’s lead. 

“We got close, 8-2, and 
then we gave up the three,” 
Bodie said. “That hurt. Had 
we stayed close, it would 
have been 8-5, and any-
time you’ve got that score 
at home, there’s a pretty 
good likelihood of bringing 
the tying score to the plate 
in the next few innings.”

De Paula returned to 
original form to shut down 
the Hooks during the sixth 
inning before leaving the 
game. Neither team was 
able push anyone across 
home plate in the final four 
innings.

A series of fielding mis-
cues exacerbated a rough 
start for Hooks’ pitcher 
Bobby Doran, who gave 
up four runs, two of which 
were earned, before get-
ting yanked with two men 
on base in the third inning.

Four more runs were 
scored after Pat Urckfitz 
relieved — two of which 
were charged to Doran — 
and the bad start turned 
into an inescapable hole 
with the Hooks down 8-0 
after three innings.

Despite the deficit, Bodie 
still thought his team had 
a chance to turn it around.

“That (early hole) 
doesn’t make it hard,” 
Bodie said. “When you’re 
down a lot early, that’s easy. 
There’s a lot of game left. 

It’s hard when you’re down
eight runs and you’re in the 
seventh or eighth innings. 
In a game like (Tuesday 
night), I still thought we 
had a chance to win, even 
though we were down 8-0.”

The crushing moment, 
said Bodie, came in the fifth 
inning. After Doran and 
Urckfitz combined to give 
up their eight early runs, 
the Hooks turned to Nick
Tropeano, but the new arm 
on the mound had no more 
luck that his predecessors. 

Tropeano gave up three
more runs at a time when 
the Hooks couldn’t afford 
to be allowing runs.

“Tomorrow’s another 
day,” Bodie said. “We play 
140 of these things. (Mon-
day) night, we were on 
the other side of it. These 
things happen.”

MISSIONS 11, HOOKS 5
San Antonio AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Fuentes cf 4 1 2 0 0 0 .338
Burke ph 0 0 0 0 1 0 .000
Noel rf 4 1 2 3 1 1 .243
Williams dh 6 2 2 3 0 3 .276
Sams lf 4 1 1 2 1 0 .318
Limonta 1b 4 1 1 0 1 1 .167
Blackwood 3b 4 1 1 0 1 0 .308
ERodriguez c 5 1 1 1 0 2 .273
Valdez ss 5 2 2 2 0 0 .235
Buschini 2b 5 1 2 0 0 0 .229
Totals 41 11 14 11 5 7 
Corpus Christi AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Mier ss 5 1 1 0 0 2 .183
Garcia dh 5 0 1 0 0 1 .313
Springer cf 5 1 3 1 0 2 .302
Santana rf 4 1 1 1 1 2 .248
Meyer 3b 5 1 1 1 0 2 .222
Stassi c 4 0 1 1 0 1 .185
Castro 1b 4 0 2 1 0 0 .250
Hernandez 2b 4 0 1 0 0 1 .200
Burgess lf 4 1 2 0 0 1 .203
Totals 40 5 13 5 1 12 
San Antonio 215 030 000 — 11 14 1
Corpus Christi 000 230 000 — 5 13 3

E — Burgess (1), Mier (5), Castro (3), 
Valdez (12). DP — Corpus Christi 2. LOB 
— San Antonio 10, Corpus Christi 9. 2B — 
Castro (2), Santana (9), Limonta (2), ERo-
driguez (9), Fuentes (11). HR — Sams (12), 
Williams (1). SB — Noel (28). SF — Noel.
San Antonio IP H R ER BB SO
De Paula (W, 3-3) 6.0 9 5 5 1 5
McBryde 1.0 0 0 0 0 3
Rearick 1.0 2 0 0 0 1
Corpus Christi IP H R ER BB SO
Doran (L, 5-1) 2.1 7 6 4 1 2
Urckfitz 1.2 3 2 2 0 0
Tropeano 3.0 4 3 3 3 2
De Leon 1.0 0 0 0 0 1
Long 1.0 0 0 0 1 1

HBP — by Urckfitz (Fuentes). WP — De 
Paula.

Umpires — Home, Travis Eggert; First, 
Pat Hoberg; Third, Ramon Hernandez.

T — 3:05. A — 5,034.

HOOKS 
from 1C

We play 140 of these 
things. (Monday) night, we 

were on the other side of it. These 
things happen.”

Keith Bodie, Hooks manager
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